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“PLEASE DON’T RESCUE ME UNLESS I AM IN IMMEDIATE DANGER OR I AM INJURED!”
Healthy baby birds have a much better chance of survival when left alone in their natural environment where 

their parents can care for them. Parent birds teach their babies all the lessons and survival skills they need.

Have you found a baby bird?

Is the bird sick or injured?
Unable to flutter wings; bleeding; wings
drooping unevenly; weak or shivering;
attacked by cat/dog?

Does the baby bird have feathers? Put the bird into a 
well ventilated box 
and take it to your 

nearest vet

If you can’t catch 
the bird please call 

a wildlife carer

It is a fledgling
(Normal behaviour includes hopping
on the ground. Parents continue to
feed and protect as baby learns to
fly and explore the world)

Is the bird in any danger from cats,
dogs and people?

Make a nest!
Using a bucket, basket or plastic
tub; place a few small drainage
holes in the bottom and line with
dry grass or remnants of the old
nest.
Hang the makeshift nest in the
nearest tree or sheltered fence and
place baby inside.
Observe from a distance over the
next 2 hours.
Are the parents visiting the nest?

Put baby back 
in the nest

Observe from a
distance. Are the
parents visiting?

Put the bird in 
nearby bushes 
or under a tree 

nearby
Watch from a
distance; are the
parents nearby?

Leave the bird 
where it is 

If you don’t see any
parents within 2
hours, call a wildlife
carer for advice.

Leave the area 
Baby is ok! Leave the area 

Baby is ok!

Leave the area 
Baby is ok!
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Call a wildlife carer. You can find some numbers below! 

YES

NO

NO YES

NO NO NO

NO

It is a nestling
(needs help!)

Can you find the nest?
Is the nest still intact?


